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Totally Non-Al Ramblings from the OM and his GM (the Google-Mistress)

It’s newsletter time again. Seems like only yesterday....
(Yes, there is a lot of “me” in this article because nobody sent anything....)

We are on the road again, this time to Tennessee to see some of the kids
and grands. Volleyball, baseball, general catching-up. Pet the grandpuppies.
Maybe run a park or two?

On the way down, WO40 needed Edwards IL for his last county in the state.
That was easy, not much out of the way, a quick setup and contact on 20 meter
CW for Ric. There is no POTA park in Edwards so there was no reason to stick
around. Edwards County is mostly oil wells.

At present, there are a bit short of 13,000 POTA parks. Activating 10% of
them in any one state or province is a bit of a challenge. At the last meeting, we
watched a short video created by the guy who has activated ALL of them in
Texas. Yikes!

The only place I’'m over 50% is in Northwest Territories with 36 of the 70
parks marked off. lllinois is second (70 of 219). I'll never get all of them in lllinois
because one of them is practically in downtown Chicago, and | don’t want to go
there. Following are Arizona (23/121), Vermont (16/109), Maine (21/148) and
Missouri (74/561). I'll never get to 50% in Missouri; they keep adding them faster
than | can run them.

There are a lot of parks in Tennessee. Many of them are POTA-only. | have
emphasized activating WWFF parks; but at some point, the POTA-only ones start
to chant, “Pick me! Pick me!” and can’t be ignored. | had a day on Monday with
no family obligations, so | went out to find a couple of remote parks.

Tennessee is a beautiful state. They keep it that way by making the roads
hard to drive. There are no shoulders on the state highways. | don’t know what
you do if you have car trouble, and | don’t want to know.

Rather than take the Honda (the usual radio car...25 mpg) on this trip, |
located a spare mag mount that | thought worked, and we set off in the Toyota (40
mpg) instead. Gas was cheapest in Indiana ($3.75/gal) No other state is as high
as lllinois...big surprise.....



It didn’t take too long to discover that the radio was not especially happy
with any antenna | put on that mag mount. | did manage to activate two parks,
but getting 10 contacts was like pulling teeth from an emu. The last park used
three modes and four bands to get twelve contacts. Ugh. However, the scenery
was beautiful and there were birds. And heat. The Tennessee tally is up to
25/277. | highly recommend Bedford Lake State Fishing Lake and Normandy
Wildlife Management Area for scenery....if you can find them....

Important note: The October meeting will be at Bob Bangert Park (formerly
Sid Simpson State Park) on the riverfront on the usual day but beginning about 5
pm. We will be doing a mass activation of the park, a “meet-and-greet-and-bring-
something-to-sell-or-trade” followed by the regular meeting at 7 pm, more-or-less.
Bring your activation setup! We’ll scatter out a bit and coordinate so not
everyone is on the same band and mode at the same time!

Moved and Seconded; Agenda and Minutes of the September 2026 WIARC
meeting:

CMTO 7pm

Introductions

Phil KB9GIlY, Bill KE9DQJ, Shawn KD9VUW, Scott KDODKE, John WB9EWM, Ken
WM4D, Dave WA9GBC, Richard NOEMR, Bob AB9DU, Star WD9UFO, Jim N9JF,
Dave KC0QMI, Dave KB9FIN, Brad KD90OOK, John W9FGH, Dave WO9WE, ED
WIUS, Chris NR9Q, Jack KD9PPJ, Tom WA9NGB

-Approval of April meeting minutes
MOTION JOHN (WB9EWM), DAVE (1) (KB9FIN)

-Treasurer’s Report — KB9GIY

$4207 CHECKING, CD 16,041. Interest $144 rate 3.6%

Income $30, expenses $78 to Bill Ennis, KE9DQJ for business cards,

CD renewal 12 months. 64 people paid dues.

Motion to approve Treasurer Report, JOHN (WB9EWM), Dave (WO9WE) 2NP

-Repeater Board Report -- WB9EWM, nothing to report and no issues that we are
aware of.

-Station Committee Report — Dave KB9FIN.

-Have not had opportunity to climb a tower in 100 deg weather. This is preventing
club from putting a triband up. Question asked if the coax cable has been looked
at by Dave (WA9GBC).

-Contest Committee Report - WOWE



-Dave said Tennessee QSO party. QRP action on Sept 7t". K1US10 open. DX
coming up on single side bank on Sept 12. Century Club coming up (slow CW).
Colorado QSO party. Four State QRP (LOW POWER!). lowa QSO party. New
Hampshire QSO 19t". Wisconsin Parks on the Air coming up.

Jim wanted to mention lllinois QSO Party. Our club is one of the sponsors.
Various parks in the state of lllinois. Several Parks within this area. Shouldn’t be
any parks within 75 miles of Quincy IL.with no activity for ILQP. HF primary or
some activity on 2 Meter. 146.55 This happens 3™ Sunday in October which
starts at noon and runs to 8pm local time. If you can use a logging program and
create a Cabrillo File Program.

Old Business
None to report

New Business

Interest in doing a Fall get together. Dave (KB9FIN) had a question about a show
and tell club meeting at the shelter. Question about dragging the grill out and
doing hamburger and hotdogs. Chris (NR9Q) suggested Sid Simpson. John
(WB9EWM) made motion to have next club meeting at Bob Bangert Park, and
Jack KD9PPJ 2" all the members approved.

-Membership Committee --
KD90OOK Brad application for membership. Jack KD9PPJ made motion Shawn
KD9VUW 2nded and all members approved to accept new applicant.

Net control

9/30 Dave WOWE
10/7 Dave WOWE
10/14 Dave WOWE
10/21 Danny W9DP
10/28 Jim N9JF

Adjourn. Dave (KB9FIN)/Club/John (WB9EWM)

To the best of my ability | have created this document.
Sign WIARC secretary Jackie Wilson KD9PPJ 09/02/2026.



DX News Cheerfully Purloined from ARRL DX News

QST de W1AW DX Bulletin 37 ARLD037
From ARRL Headquarters Newington, CT September 17, 2026
To all radio amateurs

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily
DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest
Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.

5W, SAMOA. Jacek, SP5EAQ, will be QRV as SWO0AF from near Apia beginning
September 21. Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using SSB.

7Q, MALAWIL. Steve, AAGAA, is QRV remotely as 7Q5A. Activity is on HF using CW
and FT8.

8Q, MALDIVES. Juergen, DL3JH, will be QRV as 8Q7JH from Thulhagiri Island,
IOTA AS-013, beginning September 20. Activity is on 20, 15, and 10 meters using
various modes.

9A, CROATIA. Colin, G3VCAQ, will be QRV as 9A/G3VCQ from Nin beginning
September 19. Activity is on HF using various modes.

HK, COLOMBIA. Lothar, DK8LRF, is QRV as HK3JCL from Restrepo. Activity is on
HF using various modes.

PJ2, CURACAO. Randy, K5SL, will be QRV as PJ2/K5SL beginning September 18.
Activity is holiday style on 40 to 17 meters using CW.

R1/F, FRANZ JOSEF LAND. The RI1FJZ team is QRV from Alexandra Land.
Activity includes 20 meters using FT8 with MSHV.

VK9/W, WILLIS ISLAND. Sands, VK4WXW, is QRV holiday style as VK9WX from
Willis Island through late October or early November. Activity is on HF using
various modes.

Please see September QST, page 92, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest
websites for details.



Ilinois QSO Party: Your chance to “be DX"!

The ILQP is coming up on the third Sunday of October. It lasts only eight
hours, begins right after church and ends in time to get home, watch the news
and get to bed at a decent hour. It’s the last QSO party on the calendar for 2026.
Those who chase counties and love QSO parties will be out looking for lllinois
stations. October is a lovely month for touring roads and parks in lllinois.
What’s not to like?

Details are at ILQP | WIARC - The Western lllinois Amateur Radio Club.

Over the years, WIARC has been one of the higher-scoring clubs in the
state. We have fielded many great portable and mobile efforts and a lot of strong
fixed station efforts, including operation from the club station. Members have
operated from more than a third of the lllinois counties during ILQP.

Anyone can play. If you can’t leave home, put your best effort on the air.
On HF, get on and call CQ. People will call you. If you have only two meters,
hang out on 146.55 simplex and work anyone who breathes. Log your contacts.
Preferably, use a logging program that will export a Cabrillo file because that’s
what we use to import to the log-checking program. If you can only log on
paper, do that and talk to another club member afterwards (N9JF, WOWE, or
WOIDP) for assistance in submitting a lot. Check out the Excel sheet on the
website for an easy fill-in log for submission.

We will talk at the meeting about putting together a club entry from the club
station using W9OAB. W9AWE will be an active callsign from an in-park county
line. The club callsigns will be “bonus calls” again this year.

I'd like to see 20 club members active this year, either from portables,
home stations or the club station!

What Price a Trophy?

The World Radio Team Championship (WRTC) is held every three years in
conjunction with July’s IARU Radiosport Contest. Two-person teams from all
over the world come together in a host country location where stations are set up
for the competition by the host country. Every effort is made to make these
stations as near identical as possible, and the 24-hour event is designed to
eliminate all variables except for the operating skills of the participating teams.

This year’s event was hosted by England. Unique calls were assigned to each
team. The callsigns were not revealed to anyone until just prior to the event.
Strict rules govern the anonymity of the teams/calls as well as the usual rules


https://w9awe.org/ilqp/

covering logging accuracy. Each team had an on-site “referee”, and the audio
was recorded from each station’s inputs.

When the dust cleared, logs were checked, scores calculated and winners
declared. Normally, that would have been the end of the story. Contest over,
podium occupied, bragging rights secured.

Um....no....

Below follows the summary of the report from the WRTC committee....after more
dust had cleared:

Summary

It is with both sadness and disappointment that the results for WRTC-2026 have been
rescored and substantial changes have been made to both the order-of-finish and the
award winners. These changes were based upon extraordinary information that was
received from the public after the Awards Ceremony.

WRTC has strived to be a competition where the outcome is based on the competitors’
performance, and is not a function of offsite helpers assisting their competitor friends.
Key to achieving this goal are WRTC rules that prohibit communicating the operators’
identities, with harsh repercussions to those who flout them.

A three-part scheme was used to fraudulently boost the scores of MB2M, the
previously declared winner, and MB2A.

1) An outside station with a reasonably strong signal operated on a planned frequency
for a considerable time in the period just before the contest. 2) The outsider then
turned the clear frequency over to a WRTC station at the contest start. The WRTC
station’s callsign was then known to those participating in the scheme. 3) Outside
pirate stations made over-the-air contacts with WRTC stations, impersonating
multiplier-producing stations. The contacts were fed to all WRTC stations, with
considerably more going to the identified MB2M and MB2A.

When all the bogus contacts were removed from all the logs, the previously declared
winner dropped out of the top three.

Inspection of the Italian WRTC-2023 logs and activity information shows that the same
three-part multiplier fraud took place in that event, bringing up potential rescoring of
that competition as well. The fraud was not reported or acted upon in the three
intervening years.



MB1I was found to have deliberately also released operators’identities in a similar
frequency handoff scheme, but was not involved in pirate station multiplier fraud. The
released callsign information made it easier for friends to give the team extra
contacts.

The frequency-handoff identity-release alone was considered to be so antithetical to
the strong WRTC identification release prohibition that the teams of MB2M (VE3DZ and
UW?7LL), MB2A (US2YW and IK4VET), and MB11 (E77DX and DJ4MX) were all declared
disqualified under Section 12.2 of the rules.

The MB5Q log was found to contain ten multiplier-enhancing contacts where no trace
of a signal was present on the team’s audio recording, and consequently the MB5Q
team (RW7K and KU1CW) was disqualified under Rule 12.7.

..and more....

Cheating Prompts Revisions of WRTC Scores and Winners

The scores and winners of the 2026 World
Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC 2026),
which took place in July, have been revised, with
four teams disqualified following an investigation

2 @ 2 into several forms of cheating. In a report published
by the WRTC 2026 Organizing Committee, judges

found that the operators of three teams — MB1l,

MB2A, and MB2M — had their identities deliberately
revealed through pre-contest frequency handoffs, violating a rule intended to prevent
competitors from being identified to outside stations. The committee also found that
outside stations used 15 pirated call sighs to make fraudulent multiplier-enhancing
contacts, with the activity disproportionately benefiting MB2A and MB2M. Contacts
with the pirated call sighs were removed from all WRTC logs.

According to the report, MB2M (operators VE3DZ and UW7LL), the original declared
winner of the competition, has been disqualified, as were MB2A (operators US2YW
and IK4VET), MB1l (operators E77DX and DJ4MX), and MB5Q (operators RW7K and
KU1CW). MB5Q was disqualified after 10 multiplier-enhancing contacts in the team’s
log could not be found in its audio recording.


https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNzE5NjAyJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDUzMDg2NSZsaT00NDUxMjk2Mg/index.html

The revised order of finish is: 1st place — Manfred Wolf, DJ5MW, and Ulrich Ann,
DM5EE (MB50); 2nd place — Dan Craig, N6MJ, and Chris Hurlbut, KL9A (MB4G); and
3rd place —Randy Thompson, K5ZD, and Tom Georgens, W2SC (MB1T).

The committee also reported that similar frequency-transfer and fraudulent-
multiplier activity is now believed to have taken place during WRTC 2023 in Italy. You
can read the complete report on the WRTC 2026 website.

Get Ready for Jamboree on the Air

“We've got scouts, we've got a special event call
sign, and we'd love as many hams as possible —
near and far — to come find us on the air.”
That’s how Sal Mancuso, W6SAL, is promoting
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 2026 on behalf of
the Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council of
Scouting America (formerly Boy Scouts of
America). JOTA is an annual worldwide event,
on the air and on the internet (as JOTI), with the
= goal of promoting friendship and global
citizenship via amateur radio and the internet.
This year’s event will be held from October 16-
18, and now is a good time for radio clubs and
individual hams to reach out to local scout units to set up JOTA experiences.

16 - 18 OCTOBER / OCTOBRE 2026

For Mancuso, it has meant getting a special event call sign — K6S — and setting
up a public demonstration station on October 17 for scouts from throughout the
Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council. The council serves 10,000 youth across
Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz counties in California. “We'll
have approximately seven licensed operators of varying license classes
(Technician through Extra) on hand, running HF, VHF, and UHF simultaneously,
all signing K6S,” explains Mancuso. “Scouts will be hands-on at the mic and
keyboard the whole time — this is their event, not just something they're
watching ... We'll be active on HF SSB and FT8, with packet possible as well.”
Planned HF SSB frequencies are 7.090, 14.290, 18.140, and 28.990 MHz, but
Mancuso noted that “We'll also be posting our actual live frequencies on Spotted
Hams as the day goes, since real-world band conditions may shift our plan a bit.”

More information on setting up a JOTA/JOTI operation may be found at
www.jotajoti.info. ARRL has resources to assist volunteers who are working with
scouts, including a flyer promoting Radio Communications for Scouts (PDF) and
the ARRL Radio and Wireless Technoloqy Patch Program. For additional ideas,

visit www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-and-scouting.
This is significant, partly because JOTA often occurs concurrently with ILQP, as it does this year.

Please, during ILQP, try to avoid creating QRM for the JOTA stations!
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Parks activity for current WIARC members as of September 22, 2026:

KBIOLBE 67 ACTIVATIONS OF 25 PARKS
KW9Q 35 ACTIVATIONS OF 14 PARKS
K9AJC 92 ACTIVATIONS OF 25 PARKS
WIousS 39 ACTIVATIONS OF 12 PARKS
KBOV

N9JF 1188 ACTIVATIONS OF 654 PARKS
WB2UFO

KD9VUW 126 ACTIVATIONS OF 30 PARKS
WIDP 26 ACTIVATIONS OF 21 PARKS
AA9GL

NRO9Q 41 ACTIVATIONS OF 21 PARKS
WOWE 1 ACTIVATION OF 1 PARK
WIOFGH 4 ACTIVATIONS OF 2 PARKS
KAOSNL

NU7J 219 ACTIVATIONS OF 158 PARKS
KOWAY

KA9WAY

KEOMHJ 3 ACTIVATIONS OF 3 PARKS
WM4D 307 ACTIVATIONS OF 168 PARKS
KB9GIlY 84 ACTIVATIONS OF 12 PARKS
KB9FIN 32 ACTIVATIONS OF 26 PARKS

Search and Rescuel We need more participation!

1063 PARKS WORKED
763 PARKS WORKED
4349 PARKS WORKED
1567 PARKS WORKED
223 PARKS WORKED
1983 PARKS WORKED
112 PARKS WORKED
547 PARKS WORKED
5453 PARKS WORKED
614 PARKS WORKED
1591 PARKS WORKED
894 PARKS WORKED
63 PARKS WORKED
157 PARKS WORKED
2644 PARKS WORKED
451 PARKS WORKED
3 PARKS WORKED

141 PARKS WORKED
865 PARKS WORKED
402 PARKS WORKED
1655 PARKS WORKED



Western Il. Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 3132
Quincy, IL 62305-3132

October meeting: Wednesday Oct 7 2026

7 pm

IMPORTANT CHANGE:!!!

The meeting will be at Bob Bangert Park on
the riverfront with a mass park activation
and mini-hamfest beginning about 5 pm,
followed by the meeting at 7 pm.

WIAWE - WIOAB
The Western Illinois Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
WIARC homepage: http://www.w9awe.org e-mail to w9awe@gsl.net
WIARC email reflector: wiarc@mailman.qth.net

Sponsors of
Analog repeater WOAWE/R on 147.630/.030 Tone Rx and Tx 103.5
Analog repeater WIAWE/R on 146.340/.940 Tone Rx and Tx 123.0
Analog and Fusion repeater WIAWE/R on 448.900/443.900 Tone Rx and Tx 103.5
Analog and Fusion repeater WOAWE on 147.795/147.195 Tone Rx and Tx 103.5

All repeaters are located on the north side of Quincy IL

ILLINOIS QSO PARTY

Newsletter input due by the 20™ of the preceding month
Editor Jim Funk N9JF

ndjf@arrl.net
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